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ÅDISPERSANTS?
ïDispersants are liquid solutions of detergent like surfactants dissolved 

or suspended in solvent

ï The surfactants have two ends; one attracted to oil and the other 

attracted to water

ÅWater-compatible (hydrophilic)

ÅOil-compatible (lipo or oleophilic)

ï The solvent enables the surfactants (active ingredients) to be applied 

and helps get them through the oil film to the water interface (water, 

hydrocarbon & glycols)

ïAt the interface, the surfactants reduce the surface tension allowing the 

oil to enter the water as tiny droplets which are degraded by natural 

bacteria
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